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WPS Proficiency Scale 
CDE Strand:  Number Sense, Properties, and Operations  CCSS Strand:  Number and Quantity 

Proficiency Scale Theme: Compare Fractions 

Empower  Recording Learning Target: MA.04.NF.02.04 CCSS Domain: NF.Number & Operations-Fractions  

 Learning Target Breakdown Success Criteria/Sample Tasks 

Score 4.0 In addition to exhibiting Score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications that go 
BEYOND what was taught in class. (Score 4.0 does not equate to more work but rather a higher level 
of performance.) 

 

 
Score 3.5 

In addition to Score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 
success. 

Score 3.0 The learner… 

 Compare two fractions with different numerators and different denominators, e.g., by creating 
common denominators or numerators, or by comparing to a benchmark fraction such as 1/2. 
Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the two fractions refer to the same whole. 
Record the results of comparisons with symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by 
using a visual fraction model. (CAS: 4.1.2.a.iii)  (CCSS: 4.NF.2) (MA.04.412.03.04) (DOK 2, AN) 

The learner exhibits no major errors or omissions regarding any of the information and processes 
(simple or complex) that were explicitly taught. 

Success Criteria 
Step 3 

 Identify a common denominator when given two proper fractions 
with different denominators with accuracy 95% of the time.  

 When comparing proper fractions students accurately identifies and 
uses the correct symbol to show the relationship between the two 
fractions with 95% accuracy 

 Pictorial representation accurately represents the fractions being 
compared 

 Justification is provided, identifies the larger fractions, use the 
correct symbols and accurately references pictorial representations 

Sample Task(s) 
The student will be given a teacher- determined proper fraction on a 
notecard. Upon cue, the student will compare, illustrate and justify the 
relationship between fractions. Students will compare fractions that 
have the same denominator (e.g., 5/12 and 9/12) and fractions with the 
same numerator (e.g., 5/9 and 5/7). They also compare various fractions 
to 1/2 (e.g., 1/2 and 4/5).  

 

Score 2.5 

No major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes (Score 2.0 
content) and partial knowledge of the more complex ideas and processes (Score 3.0 
content). 

Score 2.0 There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the learner… 

 recognizes or recalls specific terminology such as: 
o compare, comparison, denominator, equivalent, fraction, generate, justify, numerator 

 performs basic processes, such as: 
o Explain why a fraction a/b is equivalent to a fraction (n × a)/(n × b) by using visual fraction 

models, with attention to how the number and size of the parts differ even though the two 
fractions themselves are the same size. Use this principle to recognize and generate 
equivalent fractions. (CAS: 4.1.2.a.ii) (CCSS: 4.NF.1) (MA.04.412.02.04) (DOK 1, AP) 

o Recognize symbols, such as <, >, and = (DOK 1, RE) 
However, the learner exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

Success Criteria 

Step 2 

 Justify why fractions are equivalent using concrete manipulatives and 
pictorial representations 

 Generate equivalent fraction with a pictorial representation 
Step 1 

 Use symbols >, =, and < with 95% accuracy when comparing 
fractions. 

Sample Task(s) 
The student will be given a teacher-determined fraction. The student 
will then proceed to generate two equivalent fractions. 

 
Score 1.5 

Partial knowledge of the simpler details and processes (Score 2.0 content) but major errors 
or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes (Score 3.0 content). 

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and process (Score 2.0 content) and 
some of the more complex ideas and processes (Score 3.0 content). 

Primary Resources:  
PMI - 4th Grade - Fraction/Decimal Concepts  
Scantron Assessment - (Reference CCSS: 4.NF.1) 
PM.4.NF Assessment 5: Understand and Compare Fractions 

 
Score 0.5 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes (Score 2.0 
content) but not the more complex ideas and processes (Score 3.0 content). 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

https://njctl.org/courses/math/4th-grade-math/fraction-decimals-concepts/

